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MFL coverage Tenacres First School 

Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children’s skills in languages, through regular taught lessons. Children 

progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. Children are encouraged and 

supported to develop their speaking and listening skills through conversational work, singing activities and games. As confidence 

and skill grows, children record their work through pictures, captions and sentences.   

Our curriculum delivers the New National Curriculum:  

Key stage 2: Foreign language 

Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in 

one language. The teaching should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the 

foundations for further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, 

facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 

grammatical structures and vocabulary. 

The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication. If an ancient language is chosen the focus will be to 

provide a linguistic foundation for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying ancient 

languages may take part in simple oral exchanges, while discussion of what they read will be conducted in English. A linguistic 

foundation in ancient languages may support the study of modern languages at key stage 3. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

▪ explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

▪ engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 

▪ speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

▪ develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and 

phrases* 

▪ present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

▪ read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

▪ appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

▪ broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including 

through using a dictionary 

▪ write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

▪ describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

▪ understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms 

and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 

sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

Curriculum intent: 

• To develop a love of language learning. 

• To begin to develop linguistic competence to ensure practical communication on a range of familiar and routine  
       matters. 

• To develop the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing within each topic area. 

• To broaden vocabulary in French and develop ability to understand new words in context. 

• To begin to develop basic phonetic and grammatical understanding which will permeate all skill areas. 

• To develop an appreciation of other cultures, preparing them to be global citizens. 

• To develop self-confidence and resilience.  
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Curriculum implementation: 
Curriculum Delivery: 
• Pupils have full access to the French National Curriculum at LKS2. 
• The French curriculum is designed to be challenging, appropriate to every pupil’s stage of development, and lay the 
foundations for language learning at UKS2 and beyond. 
• The French curriculum is designed to have opportunities for consolidation of knowledge, increasing the chance of information 
recall (remembering more) and to integrate new knowledge into future topic areas.  
• The curriculum will introduce new phonics sounds at beginning of lessons and build on them across the two years.  
• The curriculum will progress from word through to phrase/sentence level, using a range of language in the present tense. 
• Pupils will have regular opportunities to build their confidence and resilience in listening to and reading appropriate authentic 
materials, including songs, poems and rhymes. 
• Pupils will have regular opportunities to speak with increasing confidence, fluency and develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation 
• Pupils will have regular opportunities to write scaffolded phrases and occasionally phrases from memory and adapt these to 
create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 
• Pupils will have regular opportunities to learn new vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words; including 
through using a dictionary. 
• High levels of accuracy will be promoted across all skill areas. 
• The French curriculum offers opportunities for cross curricular learning, to ensure pupils make significant personal 
development, including: 
1. Linking French lessons with current year group topics to 
allow children to be familiar with concepts. 
2. Communication development through role-
plays and spoken language activities, i.e. presentations 
and language games 
3. Assessment supports the teaching of the curriculum 
and it helps pupils’ embed knowledge as well as assisting 
teachers in producing clear next steps for pupils.  
Teachers use a range of formative assessment 
procedures to assess progress and attainment, including: 
1. marking; 2. self/peer assessment; 
3. targeted questioning  
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum impact:  

• Pupils will move to UKS2, well-prepared for their next stage of language learning. 

• Pupils will have broadened their vocabulary and will have an understanding of basic phonics and grammar, including 
feminine and masculine forms and patterns of the language and be able to apply these when building a simple 
sentence/phrase. 

• Pupils will have developed their speaking and listening skills to communicate with others. 

• Pupils will be able to show an understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 

• Pupils will be able to write phrases with guidance leading to writing them from memory and adapt these to write their 
own sentences. 

• Pupils will have worked successfully in a team and independently, and will improve their self-confidence. 

• Pupils will have used a French translation dictionary.  

• Pupils will know more, do more and therefore remember more. 

• The vast majority of pupils will have met or exceeded their expected progress in French. 
 


